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with the rank of Ambassador.
‘‘In addition to earning her place in our own

country’s political history, Geraldine Ferraro has
been a highly effective voice for the human
rights of women around the world,’’ said the
President. ‘‘As alternate head of the U.S. delega-
tion to this year’s session of the UNHRC, she
spoke eloquently on behalf of women in the

former Yugoslavia and brought all of the parties
involved to a consensus position. I look forward
to her continuing her strong and much-needed
advocacy in this new position.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for United States District Court Judges
October 22, 1993

The President announced the nomination
today of his choices for four U.S. District Court
vacancies: Donetta Ambrose and Gary Lan-
caster, both for the Western District of Pennsyl-
vania; Wilkie D. Ferguson for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida; and Charles A. Shaw for the
Eastern District of Missouri.

‘‘I am committed to giving the American peo-
ple a Federal judiciary marked by excellence,

by diversity, and by a concern for the personal
security and civil rights of all Americans,’’ said
the President. ‘‘With these nominations today,
we are giving just that to the people of Pennsyl-
vania, Florida, and Missouri.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on Haiti
October 23, 1993

The President. I wanted to give you what I
think is a more precise answer to your question.
I was, of course, aware of the allegations; they
were reported today in the press. But the ques-
tion of whether he was fit to serve seems to
me was reinforced by the personal experience
that Ambassador Pezzullo, my Special Envoy on
the subject had, plus everyone else in the ad-
ministration in working with him, plus the fact
that during the time when he served as Presi-
dent, political terrorism and abuses went down
in Haiti, not up. So based on the personal expe-
riences of the people in the administration who
worked with President Aristide, we felt that they
were a more valid indicator than the allegations
that were reported.

Q. Mr. President, you aren’t saying the allega-
tions aren’t true?

The President. No one knows whether they’re
true or not. They were allegations. We don’t
know if they were true or not. I’m just saying
based on the personal experiences of a lot of

people in this Government and before me even,
before I became President, we had sustained
experience—that the experiences of the people
who were working with Aristide, plus what is
the evidence that we have at least of the con-
duct of the administration when he was in of-
fice, tended to undermine those reports.

Q. What sort of credibility does the CIA re-
port have then, the one that’s been circulated
on the Hill?

The President. Well, they were required to
do what they had to do, which is to report
whatever information they’d been given. And the
CIA would be the first to tell you that they
get a lot of information—it’s not always accurate,
but they have to give what they have to the
intelligence committees, just as they do to the
President. That’s the law.

Q. Well, Mr. President, what do you think
it’s going to take for this to go away as far
as the public is concerned and even Capitol
Hill?
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The President. What do you mean, for what
to go away?

Q. For this whole issue about his mental sta-
bility and his mental——

Q. Jesse Helms says he’s psychotic and——
The President. Well, but you know, some of

those guys, they like the Government they got,
I think. Sometimes some of the opposition here
may come from people who were satisfied with
this whole sad, recent history of Haiti. What’s
their alternative?

We tried to find a political solution which
basically would allow democracy to return to
Haiti and which has a guarantee of a more sta-
ble government by bringing in Mr. Malval,
whom everybody admits was a nonpolitical busi-
ness person, someone who had the best interest
of his people at heart and other people who
could be real stabilizing factors. The security
and personal safety of the leaders of the army
and the police were guaranteed. The Governors
Island Agreement provided for French-speaking
forces to go in and retrain the police force to
make them a real police instead of an instru-
ment of political oppression and for French-
speaking Canadians and the United States to
send in people who could in effect convert the
army into an army corps of engineers, help them
rebuild the country. And they’re not seriously
threatened. So I think that—and all those steps
were supported by Aristide.

So when you look at the record and you look
at—I would remind you—you look at the threat
that we were all facing, that we continue to
face, the previous administration faced from
people trying to get on their boats and come
to the United States, hundreds of whom have
drowned in the effort, it would seem to me
to—and the clear evidence that the—at least
for as long as I have been President—that the
hope of a return to democracy and Aristide’s
return was the biggest incentive for the Haitian
people to stay home.

I think that we have done the right thing
with our policy. We always knew there was a
chance that the forces of reaction in Haiti would
break the deal, but—or people in this country
to try to justify the abrogation of the Governors
Island Agreement based on what are now very
old charges that have very little to do with the
government that’s operating there or with the
actions of the last 9 months, I think is not very
persuasive.

Q. The blockade now, according to a mis-
sionary, a British missionary, quoted yesterday

as saying the blockade is actually hurting the
people of Haiti more than it is the regime there.

The President. It always hurts the people first.
The regime has access to monopolies, and they
have lots of money. But the blockade is what
got the Governors Island Agreement going. The
blockade finally hit the regime and the elites,
and in the end, they suffered, too. I think even
a lot of people that have some money there
must be worried about the conduct of the police
and some of the military in the last few weeks.

Q. How long do you think it’s going to take
for it to——

The President. I don’t have any idea. I don’t
know. But I just know that that poor country
has been plundered on and off for nearly 200
years now. And the people finally thought they
were going to get a shot at democracy, a chance
to be embraced into the world community. It’s
probably the most environmentally devastated
nation, at least in this hemisphere. And there
are a lot of real opportunities for the people
to return to a normal life and for all the people
in the army and the police to find some rec-
onciliation in a legitimate and lawful society.
It’s very sad.

But I would remind you that with regard to
the embargo, the sanctions, that’s what we were
asked to do by the Government of Haiti. The
government supported the return of the sanc-
tions. But I imagine that it must be very dis-
couraging to the people. They thought they were
on the brink of having a normal government,
a normal life, free of corruption and oppression,
and it’s frustrating to them.

I know what people are saying about Aristide;
you could look at the alternatives. And we have
to go based on the evidence, the conduct of
people. And so far we have no—he’s done ev-
erything he said he would do. And he’s been
more than willing to reach out to others. And
he made strict guarantees as to the security of
the—that his former opponents, something that
they weren’t willing to do, and certainly some-
thing they haven’t practiced. And we even said
if—the whole U.N. process was set up to rein-
force that.

Q. Having said that about Mr. Aristide, is
there a compromise candidate somewhere,
someone who may not be Mr. Aristide but who
may be a compromise with the regime there
now to normalize things in Haiti?

The President. Our position is what our posi-
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tion is right now. Our position is we have sanc-
tions on, because the Governors Island Agree-
ment was violated. They have a—and he was
elected to a term of office. And that’s my posi-
tion.

Q. When do you think Aristide may be back
in Haiti? When might you get him back in
there?

The President. I was hoping he’d be back
on October—like I said, that country has suf-
fered a long time. We’ve seen a lot of evidence,
even from Haitian-Americans that the people
there do not want to leave. And a lot of people
who live elsewhere might go home if they just
had a decent place to go home to, if they didn’t

have to worry about being beat up or bribed
or oppressed, have a real decent chance to make
a living. And that’s what the world community,
that’s what the countries in this hemisphere
wanted to help Haiti achieve. And it’s unfortu-
nate that the people down there decided they’d
rather keep a stranglehold on a shrinking future
than play a legitimate part of an expanding fu-
ture. That’s a decision they’re going to have
to make.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 8:30
a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

The President’s Radio Address
October 23, 1993

Good morning. Last year I waged a campaign
for President on a commitment to change our
economic course in Washington, to change eco-
nomic policy and put the American people first.
After a long struggle we are finally seeing signs
of hope in our economy. We have moved to
significantly lower our Federal deficit, and now
we have the lowest interest rates in 30 years.
That’s bringing back business investment, hous-
ing starts, purchases of expensive capital equip-
ment. And now in the past 8 months, our econ-
omy has created more jobs in the private sector
than were created in the previous 4 years.

We’ve still got a long way to go. We need
more investment, more jobs that pay living
wages, more opportunity for our students and
workers to train and retrain themselves for a
changing global economy. We’ll never make
America what it ought to be until we provide
real health security for all our people, health
care that’s always there, that can never be taken
away, that controls costs and maintains quality
and coverage.

But we can’t do any of those things until
the American people really feel secure enough
to make the changes we need to make. I see
evidence of that uncertainty, that insecurity as
I struggle to expand trade opportunities for our
people through passing the North American
Free Trade Agreement; as I struggle to convince
people we should open our markets to others

and force other markets open so that we can
sell more of our high-tech equipment around
the world; as we try to get people to accept
the fact that most folks will change jobs seven
or eight times in a lifetime, and therefore we
can’t have job security, but we can have employ-
ment security if we have a real lifetime system
of education and training. All these changes re-
quire a level of confidence in our institutions
and in ourselves, a belief that America can still
compete and win, and that the American dream
can still be alive.

One of the problems in inspiring that con-
fidence in America is that we’ve become the
most dangerous big country in the world. We
have a higher percentage of our people behind
bars than any other nation in the world. We’ve
had 90,000 murders in this country in the last
4 years. The American people increasingly feel
that they’re not secure in their homes, on their
streets, or even in their schools. This explosion
of crime and violence is changing the way our
people live, making too many of us hesitant,
often paralyzed with fear at a time when we
need to be bold. When our children are dying,
often at the hands of other children with guns,
it’s pretty tough to talk about anything else.
Today, there are more than 200 million guns
on our streets, and we have more Federally
licensed gun dealers—who, believe it or not,
can get a license from your Federal Government
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